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A wonderful and horrible thing committed in the Land, the Prophet- 14 
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"Jum Chap. XXili. part of Verſe 7 ny 
— — -Becayſe of Swearing, the Land mourneth. | 


| " Suppoſe we are all but too well aſſur d, that no 
Text in the holy Scripture is or can be abſo- 

A. lutely free from the lewd and extravagant Inter- 

pretations of bigotted and ſeditious Expoſitors. 

And no one place in that Holy Book hath had 
the miſhap (it may be) to ſuffer more Violence 
from the ſcandalous Gloſles and traiterous Inſinua- 
tions of turbulent and malicious Men, than this 1 
have choſen at preſent. to diſcourſe on. | 

For in the abundance of their Folly and Madneſs, 
repining at the remarkable Alacrity and Cheerfulneſ; 
in which, with an evil Eye and . they have b 
the mortification to behold the ſounder, honeſter, 
more moderate, and far better part of the Nation, 
not only ſubmitting themſel ves to the preſent happy 
— eſtabliſhed amongſt us; but {wearing 
alſo Fidelity and Allegiance to the late pious Reſto- 
rer of our Laws and Liberties both in Church and 
State, and now again to our preſent mot illuſtrious 
Conſervator of them: they (I ſay) have not been 
aſham d, even from the Pulpit, thus to apply this 
Scripture, Becauſe of ſuch Swearing the Land mourneth, 
cCertainly rather becauſe of ſuch Preaching, 

Almoſt every Verſe of this Chapter contains an 


B 2 home 


2 


over! ſeeing the moſt auguſt Aſſembly of the Na- 


w 


home and hearty Accuſation againſt the falſe Pro- 
phets and Prieſts of the People of 7/rael, as at the 
iſt and 2d verſes, Wo be to the Paſtors that deſtroy and 


ſcatter the Sheep of my Paſture, ſaith the Lord. 'There- 
fore thus ſaith the Lord God of 1ſrael, againſt the Paſtors 


that feed my People, ye have ſcattered my Flock, and 
driven them away, and have not Viſited them; behold, 7 
will viſit upon you the evil of your doings, ſaith the 
Lord: And at the 11th verle, For both Prophet and 
Prieſt are profane; yea, in my Houſe have I found their 
wickedneſs, ſaith the Lord: And again atthe 14th 
verſe, 1 have ſeen alſo in the Prophets of Jeruſalem, an 
horrible thing : they commit adultery, and walk in lies : 


| they ſtrengthen alſo the hearts of evil doers. And [ 


would to God that this Scripture were not literally 
falfill'd in theſe our very evil Days, by calling evil 
things good, and good things evil ; but according 


to the beſt of my Endeavours, I ſhall ſhew you a 


more excellent way. 
If therefore we have any Abhorrence of the pre- 


vailing Iniquity of this Age; if any juſt Apprehen- 


fion' of an incensd omnipotent God ; if it be our, 


as well as the Phyſician's Office, to fit and adapt 


our Medicines, our Remedies, to the Nature of the 


raging Malady of the Times we live in, then I con- 
ceive this Subject, at this ſolemn Meeting, will not 
be unſeaſonable. I would to God there were not 


too juſt an Occaſion of inculcating it over and 


tion 


tion hath religiouſſy thought fit to enact their Ab- 
horrence of this abominable but prevailing Vice, 
tis more than time for us to aſſiſt with our Perſua- + 
ſion, with our Exhortations, for the Lord's ſake 
(that his Name be no longer blaſphem d amongſt 
us); for our Own, for the Nations (that the Land 
may no longer mourn) according to that always 
ſeaſonable Advice of the Prophet; Hag. 1. 7. To 
conſider our ways : for, ſays the wiſe King, Righteouſ- 
neſs exalteth a Nation, but ſin is the Reproach of any 
People. a n SHR | > 5 
From the Words of the Prophet, I ſhall firſt en- 
deavour to ſhew you what ſort of Swearing it is 
which cauſes the Land to mourn, with the many 
various ways the unhappy People of this Nation 
may be ſadly guilty of it, which will, I doubt not, 
appear to us a very horrid and prodigious Monſter. 
Secondly, I ſhall take occaſion to prove, that not- 
withſtanding the abominable Deformity of idle vain 
| Swearing, and its woful Accomplices, that all Swea> 
ring is not unlawful, but ſome ſort at leaſt highly 
convenient; nay indeed, abſolutely neceſſary to the 
great Ends of Society. Theſe ſhall be my two ge- 
neral Heads of Diſcourſe: - e 
Firſt then the raſh, idle, inconſiderate, frivolous, vaine 
Swearer, is one of the moſt unaccountable Sinners. 
that ever brav d Divine Vengeance; what Allure» 
ments, what Pleaſure, what Temptation, ean he 


plead in his ſenſeleſs Cauſe ? all other Vices pretend? 


Pleae- 


pleaſure or Profit; they have their Baits and Ex- 
cuſes, (tho but weak ones, God knows) ; Am I a 
Drunkard, ſays one; the pleaſantneſs of merry Com- 
pany entices me to the Debauch : am I a Thief, 
ſays another; the Care and Charge of a Family, or 
his own preſſing Neceſſities provoke and urge him 
to ſteal: am Ia Fornicator, ſays a third; why, his 
Conſtitution prompts him to it; but who I beſeech 
you can ſay, He hath the ill Fortune to be born of 
MF aſwearing Conſtitution? of ſuch a Salamander Diet, 
| that Oaths and Curſes muſt be his delicious Food, 
| and che Fiends of Hell, whoſe Language is curſing 
and ſwearing, his jolly Companions ? Such an one 
I think is already pretty well qualified to dwell in e- 
verlaſting Burnings ; I believe the moſt refin'd Na- 
turaliſt will be puzzled to aſſign what Materials, 
what Subſtance, ſuch a Monſter is compoſed of; if 
his Body can be of ordinary make, Fleſh and Blood, 
it muſt certainly be actuated with a Spirit of Dark- 
neſs, with a Fiend, or rather with a Legion of De- 
| *yils. | F i A 
| All Sin hath ſuch an inherent Odiouſnels in its ve- 
| ry Nature, that every Degree of it undoubtedly ſets 
us at Enmity with God; and how can that Land 
expect any elſe but days of Mourning, which is in 
a State of Hoſtility with the Lord of Hoſts > but 
our deteſtable prophane cuſtomary Swearing (chat 
Gift of the Spirit of Darkneſs) hath advanc d us ma- 
ny non the common rank of ordinary 
Las is e 1 1 Sinners, 


” 


Sinners, we are wonderful Proficients in this Myſtery- | 
| There is no Man living but hath ſenſe enough-, 
to underſtand what an Indignity it is to- his King, 
what an Affront, what Contempt, what Violation 
of Sovereign Power, to deſpiſe and reject any of 
his juſt and equitable Laws, but to enhaunce the 
Guilr by induſtriouſſy contrivd Reproaches, by de- 
ſign d and ftudied Contumelies againſt the very Per- 
fon of Majeſty, is ſuch a Giant- like Outrage, ſuch 
an accumulated Provocation, that the moſt reſolute 
Job-like Patience, the moſt divine Long-lufferingand- 
Forbearance mult be tyred out, muſt be vanquiſh d 
And this too plainly appears to be our preſent de- 
plorable State, our wretched Condition; what po- 
ſicive divine Command, have we not indulg d our 
ſelves in ſhamefully violating? what Luft, what Paſ- 
fron, what Appetite, have we not preferred to our 
Duty > and in every Circumſtance, not only gra- 
tified but ſurfeited on them, even to a loathing, fil. 
divercing our fick and fickle Minds, by a perpetual: 
ſhifting the numerous Scenes of Vice, Folly and In- 
gratitude? how fooliflily, how ſcandalouſly un- 
grateful have too many of us been, even to indulgent. 
Heaven, in relation alſo to national Mercies? name- 


ly, to the very Perſon and Memory of the now Bleſ- 
7 ſo many crowding Bleſſings, ſuch as the ineſtimable . 
* 5 Gun; 


6 
own Happineſs) in the perſonal Virtues of our moſt 
gracious Queen, the Nurſing Mother both of Prieſt 
and People; who hath ( bleſſed be God) had the 
real Happineſs and ſubſtantial Glory actually to finiſh | 
ſome of her Royal Predeceſlor's moſt pious Wiſhes, 
in her extenſive Bounty to the inferior indigent Cler- 
gy, whoſe divine Charity is daily anſwerd from 
Heaven, by ſuitable Bleſſings of Victory and Succeſs 
againſt her Majeſty's, the Church's, and our Com- 
= mon Enemy, thro' the Courage and Conduct of the 

braveſt and moſt fortunate General. >  - + 
| Then again, he obtain d for us as his laſt Legacy, 
| a firm ſecurity of a Proteſtant Succeflor (for I hope 
alate, but everlaſting hereafter) a Law to all honeſt 
Engliſh-men of ſo true a Value, that neither the Blood 
of our own dear Country- men ſo laviſhly, but yet 
ſo honourably ſpilt, nor the many Millions expen- 
ded in this very neceſſary War, can in any Meaſure 
%%% 

Beſides, we have from the ſame hand, the firmeſt 
| Re-eſtabliſhment of our dear Mother the Church of 
| England, with all her Rights and Immunities, ſo dan- 
gerouſly attack d by furious Jeſuits, Prieſts and Bigots, 
which by the way, with fome Politicians (I know 
=: not how) is become ſo pretendedly Dear, that hug- 
ging it too cloſely, like the Ape in the Fable, by 
their dangerous Favours and fatal Fondneſs, they had 
almoft daſh d us to pieces upon the Rocks of Diſſen- 
tion, together with all our Civil Liberties, Rights and 
Properties. 5 But 
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But ſtill mechinks there ſeems ſomething very pre- 
poſterous in theſe warm Pretences of Affection to the 
Church; for, without any deep Inſight into publick 
Affairs, the moſt perfunctory and ſuperficial Obſer- 
ver may make theſe eaſy remarks, that the greateſt 
 Cryers out, The Church, The Church, alas the poor 
Church! (as of old, The Temple of the Lord, The Tem- 
ple of the Lord) are indeed the greateſt Enemies, De- 
tractors and Calumniators of the moſt worthy Mem- 
bers and faſt Supporters of it; witnels the late very 
{candalous Memorial, and other like venomous Libels, 
to whoſe more ſerious Conſideration I humbly re- 
commend the four firſt Verſes of the fourth Chapter 
of Hoſea, where, amongſt other enormous Iniquities, 
ſuch as ſwearing, lying and killing, which cauſe the Land 
to mourn, as tis there alſo expreſs d by the Prophet, 
we have him advance yet to an higher charge of 
Wickedneſs; for this People, ſays he, are as they that 
ſtrive with the Prieſt. Now, if in the inſpired Pro- 
phet's Eyes, Strivers with the Prieſt were ſuch. hei- 
nous Sinners; what fhall we ſay of thoſe Prieſts and 
People, whom we lament ſtriving with.cheir Bi- 
ſhops? to whoſe high Characters ſuch Reſpect hath 
been ſhew'd, that an Offence by a Clergy-Man a- 
gainſt his Biſhop , is called Epiſcopicide, and pu- 
niſh'd as Paracide, equal to Petty- Treaſon. More- 
over, they ſeem to have forgot this Scripture, Whoſo 
privily ſlandereth his Neighbour, him will I deſtroy 5 but 

ic may be, according to their way of thinking, this 
a Scri- 


[8] 
Scripture concerns not them, becauſe they do it openly, 
in Defiance of Laws, in the face of the Sun. 

Now, as if this were not enough, as if this were 
. not ſufficient to remove us far from God's Mercy and 
1 Flavour, we are become Sinners of ſuch a robuſt 
18 growth, that to our former delightful Iniquities, we 
now ſuperadd, as the Royal Pfalmiſt ſpeaks, Sins of 

malicious Wickedneſs ; and of this Rank alfo is every 
r 
This fatal Practice, this pernicious Vice, ſo di- 
rectly thwarts all natural Religion, as well as our 
Bleſſed Saviours Commands, that we muſt be forc'd 
to ſtretch even beyond the wide and extenſive 
Bounds of Charity itſelf, reaſonably to reconcile what 
Fthink is a Paradox, a Common Swearer, and a Chri- 
ſtian; for how I beſeech you can any Man hope to 
be ſav d by that Sacred Name, which he fo contem- 
ptuouſly blaſphemes ? it is not a craving ſenſual Ap- 
'Xtite the ſturdy Swearer is fo ſtudious of pleaſing, - 
bas God is to be diſpleas d; tis not only ſome of the 
ſtricter Precepts of our holy Profeſſion (to which our 
corrupt Nature may have ſome Reluctance) that are 
to be diſobeyed, but God himſelf, and that too even 
ſor the vain and empty ſake of finning, for the ac- 
curſed ſake of diſobeying; thus the Quarrel becomes. 
as it were Perſonal, and the Divine Majeſty is chal- 
lengd into the Field to vindicate and maintain its 
own Power, by thoſe many Vollies of impious Oaths 
diſcharg d againſt Heaven in the proper Language of 
Hell; and it may be, becauſe Divine Vengeance a- 
e geainſt 


A 
. ; = 


1 


As one S 
* — 


8 <p. hi 
gainſt every prophane Swearer is not executed ſpeedi- 
ly (as the Royal Preacher ſpeaks) therefore the Heart 
of the Sons of Men is fully ſer in them to do Evil 
(Eccl. 8. 11.) becauſe, I ſay, of God's Long-ſuffer- 
ing and Forbearance, our enn domineering 
Bravo's do very vainly perſuade themſelves, that they 
have hector d even Divine Omnipotence itſelf (as they 
- uſe to do Men) into a cowardly tameneſs, and that 
they have ſtorm'd Heaven . by their bla- 
ſphemous Ammunition. But Gods late Proceedings 
with us, abundantly convince the World, that he 
will viſit for our Offences, for the crying Sins of the 
whole Nation : That he will no longer decline our 
imperious Challenge deliver d in Oaths and Curſes, 
that we ſhall no longer with Impunity make a mock 
of Sin; God now appears to avow the Enmity as 
_ openly as we have done, for he hath taken to him- 
ſelf, and for ever depriv'd us of one of the greateſt _ 
Bleſſings of our Nation (our late Incomparable 
Queen) and then again by and by after, how were 
all our blooming Hopes blaſted by the untimely 
Death of a moſt hopetul Infant Prince? and to make 
us compleatly —_— we were moſt unſeaſona- 
bly deprivd of the beſt King that ever ſat on the 'J 
Engliſh Throne; and I fear me much, that our black 3 
Ingratitude to Heaven for ſuch ſignal Mercies alread 
receiy d; our formal Hypocriſie in Matters of Reli- 
gion; our ſtraining at Gnats and ſwallowing Ca- 
mels; our remiſs Coolneſs and Indifferency in the 
moſt neceſſary Duties of a Chriſtian ; and our hery 
| OS 1 | Tehu- 


Jehu- like Zeal for things of a much Inferiour Na- 
ture, have brought down this heavy Hand of God 


upon us in his ſore Diſpleaſure; for the Holy Scri- 


ptures tell us, For the Sins and Iniquities of a Nation, 
many ſhall be the Kings thereof. Yb $96 

Thus we have already competent Eſfays given to 
us, how fearful a thing it is to fall into the Hands of 
the Living God; and God ſtill threatens us from his 
Holy Word, if we do not amend, he will yet de- 
ſtroy both Us and our King, that is, we, ſhall ceaſe 
to be a People or Nation; and be favoured, it may 
be, in being made Hewers of Timber, and Drawers 
of Water to the Nebuchadue x Rar of this Age. 

Bur there are a ſort of Men who ſeem to court De- 
ſtruction upon that Condition, and exceed even the 


madneſs of Ajax in the Poet------ Ez. Sei h/ Texts 


SMI 2.447 . This is ſuch deſperate Villany, that it 
even contemns its own Safety, and thinks Revenge 
cannot be over-· bought, ſo that it can but pull down 
Ruin and Defolation upon others.. 
And here we may make ſome ſhort Review of 


the perverſe and crooked Nature of Mankind; be- 


cauſe God is thus Patient, flow to Anger, and of 
great Mercy, and does not ſpeedily execute Judgment 
upon every one who is bold and wicked enough to 


blaſpheme his Holy Name; ig eee to per- 


Kft in blaſpheming, this is diſingenuity with a wie- 


neſs, not only to render God Evil for Good, but to 
de Evil becauſe he his Good, for that very Reaſon. 
FS | 3 Tis 


ene OY nn 
Tis an Obfervation, that the Severity of Laus 
againſt Robbers in ſome foreign Countries, does not 
much leſſen the number of Robberies, but mightily 
increaſes Murthers; becauſe a vigorous and ſevere 
Sentence always follows Conviction: but that the: 
Clemency of the Judge ſhould exaſperate the Male- 
factor, and the Mercy of the Court make the De- 
linquent worſe, is a Caſe that wants an Inſtance, with- 
out a Precedent, except in this Particular. 
And what is ſtill more amazing, if we conſider- 
that the Guilty are not in the leaſt acquitted; but re- 
prieved only by the Divine Longanimity, and Exe 
cution is only defer d; but that this ſhould ſo far en- 
courage Offenders, that they ſhould enterprize ne- 
Felonies at the Bar, one would think is an incredible 
piece of Frenzy; but they catch at any glimpſe of 
Hope, or ſhadow of Reaſon, and endeavour to per- 
ſuade themſelves, either that prophane Swearing is 
not ſinful, or if it be, that they may repent in good 
time, or that God takes no notice of cen ; and 
therefore when their Oathis, like Baal Prophets, cry 
| aloud to Heaven and are not immediately .anſwe-- 
red with Fire, with Vengeance, they are ready to 
believe what Elias ſcoffingly told them of their God, 
that God is either aſleep, or in a diſcourſe, or taking a 
journey, or ſome ways employ d, ſo as not to take notice o 
them; for ſay they, Is their Knowledge in the moſt High: 
To infer Innocence from preſent Security, is a ve- 
ry fallacious way of arguing, for Vengeance does 7 


— _ 
always of a ſudden follow our moſt provoking Sins, 
as Thunder does Lightning; it would be well if 
they would be perſuaded to believe with the ſober 
' Heathen, that altho Judgment be for a while defer- 
red, it will come home lure at the laſt. 3 
Another ſort of Swearing, which cauſes the Land to 
mourn, is wilful and deliberate Perjury, with its pe- 
ſtilent Retinue, with its black Guard, ſuch as Equi- 
vocation, mental Reſervation, and the reſt of that 
hypocritical Gang, whoſe doughty Patrons wipe their 
Lips, and ſay all is well, whilſt they fondly imagine 
they may honeſtly deceive, by ſwearing to a Lye 
with their Mouths, having a great regard (forſooth) 
for: Heh ingar Hears... 4... 
They can ſwear with their Lips to be faithful, and 
bear true Allegiance to a King or a Queen, becauſe = 
they find their Accounts in ſo doing, and at the ſame 
time reſerve their Hearts entirely at the Devotion 
and Service of ſome traiterous Pretender; they can 
pray for a Prince with their Mouths, becauſe they get 
their Bread by it, and effectually curſe him in their 
Hearts, by refuſing their Amen to the Prayers of an- 
other; and rate down the Clamours = a barking 
"Conſcience, by the charming Diſtinctions of ex Ore, 
il and ex Auimo; that is, ſay. they, the one is perform d 
ll; _ _ -onlylikeanHerald or Publick Cryer, at the command 
li | of their Ordinary, and is not their own proper Act; 
but the other indeed, as being ſpontaneous and pure- 
4y voluntary, they are oblig d to anſwer for; this 1 
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PIT to ſay the beſt of it (if I may have leave to uſe 
the Fkiohable Word) is but Occaſional Loyalty, and 
whoſoever is guilty of it, I boldly pronounce him an 
abſurd Sceptick in Philoſophy, an Heretick in Reli- 
gion, and a Traitor in Politicks. | 
But that this infamous Sin of eye this flagiti= 
ous Wickedneſs may be the more effectually avoi- | 
ded, tis very neceffary to inform Men how many” 
| feveral ways they fo deſperately run into it. 
Firſt, if a Man endeavour to confirm a thing by _ 
Oath, which he knows to be falfe, and that there is 
no perfect Truth in what he ſays, this is a down- 
right being Forſworn; and if there be any degree of 
Wickedneſs in perjury (which is ſo extreamly ſinſul) 
this is the very deepeſt Iniquity, this is the hiotieſ Sin. 
Secondly, If the Matter in hand be doubtful, of the 
Truth of which he is not well aſcertain d tho the 
thing at laſt ſhould chance to be true) he is notwith- 
ſtanding perjur d, becauſe he {wears at a venture, and 
it might as well be falſe; becaufe an Oath never 
ought to be us d for the Confirmation of any thing, I 
but what we are convinc'd to be infallibly true; for 
the Propher tells you, You ſral e in Truth, in Judge 
ment, and in Righteonfueſs. 

Third, If a Man promiſe a thing upon C Oath, 5 
which ber by reaſon of Inability (foreknown in- 
ability) he neither does nor can perform; this alſo- 
involves a Man in the horrible Guilt of deliberate 
TORS z. for to be rightly qualified to take 2 a Fro 
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miſſory Oath, a Man 3 alt be morally certain 
chat he ſhall be able to fulfil his Promiſe. The ſenſe 
allo all Oaths are made in, muſt be the ſame with 
his to whom the Oaths are made ; for the principal 
Deſign of ſuch Oaths, is for the Service and Security 
of che Perſon beſore in Doubt and ſuſpence; to 
whom they are made, that he may have all che 
aſſurance of fair Dealing that Human Faith can give 
him; not in the leaſt for his ſake who takes them, 
chat he ſhould have the curſed Opportunity of = 
ding and impoſing upon his Neighbour. 

. Fourthly, Thoſe Ambo-dextrous Gentlemen, of 
has Faction ſoever, are no leſs guilty, of this great 
Offence againſt God and Man; (againſt God, in cal- 
ling him co witneſs a Lye; paar. Man, becauſe he 
gives belief to a Falſity, upon the Credit and Digni- 
ty of the great Omniſcient Witneſs) who fondly think 

| to ſhelcer themſelves under Ambiguities and mental 
| Reſervations, for the great Caſuiſt (and till of late 
| 1 generally approved of, Dr. Sanderſon) informs us, 
| 
| 


. — * 


that Jur amentum ante omnia decet ſimplicitas, Plain Deal- 
[| ing is the beſt logredient,; in an Oath: And again to 
| the ſame Purpoſe, Quacunque enim arte ver borum Juis 
Juret, Deus qui conſcientiæ teſtis eft, ita accipit, ſicut cui 
Wo juratur intelligit.; God, who is the Witneſs to what 
we ſwear, nnd us not in the hidden and ob- 
{cure. Senſe the Words of the Oath may poſſibly bear, 
but in the molt natural and plain Signification of the 
Words, according to che Senſe of the Perſon to 
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whom the Oath is made. So that with how great 
Art and Fineneſs foever theſe Mien deceive themſel ves 
and others, they muſt appear, to all conſidering 
Perſons, to be the very Scandal of Chriſtianicy; 
and the Peſt of Mankind; and their pernicious 
Principles the Bane of all Humane Society: For 
this their impious Buffoonry is nothing elſe but a 
Mocking of God, a making the Divine Majeſty 
ſuch an one as themſelves, a drawing God into a 
Confederacy of deceiving, who is the Original Au- 
thor, and the God of all Truth. And if this ſort 
of Swearing were admitted, if this Jeſuitieal Cuſtom 
prevail among Mankind, how ſhall Oaths put an 
end to all Scrife 2 for by theſe Tricks all Faith, all 
mutual Confidence muſt of neceſſity be deſtroy d, 
and all Controverſies left undecided, in the greateſt 

Maze, in the moſt perplex'd Confuſion imaginable : 
forthe Signification of all Words are purely arbitrary, 
And the crafty Swearer may cunningly defeat the moſt 
diligenely contrivd Form of an Oath, that Humane 


tation of his own, of a quite contrary Senſe to that 
of the Impoſer. But if this ſhould not effectually ſerve 
the turn, (and I ſee not how ic can fail) Mental 
| Refervation will do the jobb; for he who ſwears, 
may always have ſomething in his Mind altogether 

aden to what he ſeems to be obliged to, by che 
whole Tenour and Cuſtomary Senſe of the Words 
JD EY Now 


| Wiſdom is capable of inventing, by a forc d [aterpre- 
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Now that this heinous Sin of Perjury is contra- 
ry to the great and plain Law of God, and high- 
ly diſhonourable and derogatory to the Divine 
Attributes, is very evident; for thou ſhalt not take 
the name f the Lord thy God in vain, was the next 
Command the Divine Wiſdom thought fit to en- 
joyn Mankind, after He had eſtabliſh'd to himſelf 
an Univerſal Empire over all things both in Hea- 
ven and Earth (which He does by claiming Divine 
Worſhip to be due to him alone); and the better to 
deter Men from the Breach of this Law, He very 
folemnly Profeſſes, that He will not hold him guilt 
leſs who takes his name in vain, that is, He who. 
preſumptuouſly dares to doe it ſhall be ſeverely 
puniſh'd (which every ſort of unlawful Swearer 
does). 14.7 y 8 0 


Ly 


And ſure this remarkable Threatning was not 
fix d upon it for nought, but to ſet forth the odi- 
ouſneſs of the Crime, and the great danger of 
Deſtruction the guilty Perſon was in, ſo that Per- 
jury muſt needs be one of the blackeſt Indignities 
which can be put upon God's Holy Name, and the 
Prophet Zechariah, in his 5 Chap. ver. 4, and 5. 
affures ſuch a Perſon not only of bis own Deſtructi- 
on, but alſo of that of bis Houſe: This is the curſe 
that goeth forth over the face of the whole earth, and 
every one that ſweareth ſhall be cut off, I will bring it 
forth ſaith: the Lord of Hoſts, and it ſhall enter into. 
the houſe of the thief, and into. the houſe of him that 


ſwear- 


5 


1 


— fally by my name, and it ſhall remain in the 


midſt of bis houſe, and ſball conſume it with the timber 


thereof, and with the ſtones thereof ; thus remarkably 
God puniſhes, not only the Perjured Perſon, but 


overturns alſo all his Dependants, and whatſoever 


belongs to him; whole Families and Eſtates muſt 


undergo one common Deſtruction, for the Vile 


ſake of ſo wretched a Miſcreant. 


It highly, Iam ſure, therefore concerns all Men, 
who have any honeſt. Eſteem, any due Regard, 


either for themſelves, or their Relations, for their 


own preſent and future Felicity, or for the con- 
ſtant happineſs and proſperity. of the Nation they 


live in, of the Community they belong to, with 


great watelifulneſs and circumſpection, to take heed 
to their ways, that they offend not with their tongue, 
that they tall not inco this ſnare of the Devil; for 
as where much Talk is, there is ſome Folly : So where 


much Swearing, ſome Perjury. 
The wiſer and moſt: . Heathen, 1 as 


great an Abhorrence of this Vice; as 1 only wich to 


be among us Chriſtians; Nemo eſt (ſays Cicer 0) 7 74 


U 


non hanc aſfectionem animi probet atq; laudet, qua non 
modo utilitas nulla quæritur, ſed contra utilifatem etiam 


conſervetur fides, he is the truly honeſt Man, who 
not only keeps his Oath in indifferent Caſes; but 
alfo with the ſame Religious co i is true to 


his - even are e Wa Din 
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. & Fidei damna (ſay the Illuſtrious Conſuls 
in Livy ) mafora' funt quam que eſtimari poſſunt z the 
loſs of a Man's Honour and Wop, isthe Brea. 
teſt ofall Loſſes. 

And the ſame cv again admires, 3 eſſe 
tanta audacia preditum, qui quod ſibi probare non poreſt, id: 
alteri perſuadere virtute Juramenti conetuy : He thought 
it prodigious Impudence in any Man to preſume up- 
on the aſſuring and confirming of any matter, by the 
Virtue of an Oath, of the Truth of which he him- 
felf was not well aſſured. Theſe generous Heathens. 
were verily perſuaded by the bare Light of Nature, by 
the ſtrength of Human Reaſon, chat Divine Ven 
ance, not only overtook the perjur d Perſon hill 5 
but cloſely purſued his Family, his Poſteriry. Þ  * 

But fecondly , to thew you how greatly God is: 
diſhonour d by it. In all Oaths we know the Di- 
vine Majeſty is ſolemnly invok d, as a Witneſs to the 
Truth of what is afferted, and an Avenger too of 
that impious Boldneſs, if what is affiem'd be falſe ; 
now, if the thing be known to be ſo (nay, if it be 
not known to be certainly erue) what unworthy, what 
diſhonourable Notions does ſuch a Perſon conceive of 
the Divine Majeſty 2 either he muſt perſuade himſelf. 
that God knows not what he ſays, and fo ſacrilegi- 
oully robs him of his infallible Omniſciency, and 
that T am ſure is ro make him no God at all; for if. 
God can be impos d upon, and deluded: like ſhort- 
lighted. . Mortals, Where then is his Divine 


Ber- 


E 
Perſection, in whom is no Dereiveableneſs at all? 
this is certainly the greateſt Diſhonour ean be done 
him, it being — eſteemed even among Men, 
one of the greateſt Infirmities to be eaſily put upon, 
to be eaſtly cheated, and this is his Behaviour to- 
wards God, who preſumes to forfwear himſelf, up- 
ona vain Confidence that God can be ignorant of Its... 
but he who is ſo very wicked as to believe God 
knows all his Actions, and yet ventures to Forſwear 
himſelf, is, if it be polſible, a more . wicked Wiretch 
chan the former; fox chis is to make God a Coun- 
tenancer of Lies, and in effect, an Abetter and Ap- 
prover of them; whereas the Devil is the grand 
Liar from the beginning, and the Father of them. 
And here I think I need not tell e that tis impoſ-- 
fible to Diſhonour God in a greater Degree. 
I come nov in the laſt place, briefly to ſhew, that 
(notwithſtanding the abominable — of idle 
vain Oaths) all Oaths are not unlawful, [54 ſome- 
5 — at leaſt highly convenient, nay abſolutely ne⸗ 
—_ to the ———— Society, beings proper 
Peace and Quietnels. -- 
en all C Oaths _ a Mankind. muſt of | 
nec one mo Privileges: - 
nor E bange ſoeiable Creature; for 94 
furance can the een Governour hy of the Fi- 
delity of Inferiour Officers? how can he be ſecure, 
that the Truſt committed to them ſhall be faithfully. 
and truly diſcharged > in the fincere.and due Pra- 
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mance of which entirely Aetdsg the Proſperity 
and Safety of a Nation; Government, muſt be 
precarious and tottering without them: Moreo- 
ver, tis impoſſible for all the Art of Man to in- 
vent an err becauſe the ſacred Obligation 
ef an Oath (to be true and faithful) binds at all 
times, and in all caſes, hath an influence upon the 
moſt ſecret Practices, upon the moſt hidden and 
retired thoughts of Men, even where the moſt ri- 
Sone Laws can take no hold at all of the Offender. 
Certainly the Words, to be true and faithful, 
and to bear true Allegiance to her Majeſty ; muſt 
in the Senſe of all honeſt and well-meaning Men, 
plainly ſignifie to wiſh well, at leaſt to Her Ma- 


jeſties Sacred Perſon, Government, and the Pro: 


teſtant Succeſſion. How ſome of our late very 
dangerous State · Experiments, agree with this good 
and honeſt Oath, I ſhall not in this Place pre- 
ſume to determine, nor enter into the Merits of 
the Cauſe : but that I may be true to my Text, 
I muſt aſſure you, that every lawful Promiſe. made 
to our Brethren in the Days of our Danger and 
Diſtreſs ; we are obligd as Men , much. more 
highly as Chriſtians „ Readily. and conſtantly. to 
perform in our Days of Proſperity and Happineſs 
(which Days, thanks to Heaven we now enjoy); 
otherwiſe, beſi des the appendant Guilt of the 
Breach and Violation of a Solemn Promiſe, we 
hall get the Reputation of being an order of Men 
not to be truſted for the time to come. But 


| _— 
But to returo, the: an Oath may ſometimes poſ- 
fibly be taken to a Falſity, and fo irreparable Miſ- 
chief accrue. to the poor innocent Sufferer, yet 
ſuch is the Infirmity of human Affairs ; ; that a Mat- 
ter ſo decided, is generally look d upon to be ſuffi- 
ciently ſatisfactory i in the Eyes of the World, it 
being eſteem d a Breach of human Charity, ſo 
much as to imagine a Man ſo boldly wicked as to 
Swear to a Lye ; how then ought this Age to Bluſh 
at one. of the moſt unnatural Productions, that 
even the confus d Seeds of Monſtroſity it ſelf was 
ever able to affright the World wich, namely, an 
Affidavit- Man, that is, one who {ts his Conſci- 
ence to Hire, and has the Frontleſs Impudence to- 
ask what it is you would have him Swear ; Inftru- 
ctions and his Wages are all he waits for, "and the 
Wretch is ready to Swear to a Lye, which but juſt 
now was imparted to him. Moſt Juſt and Mer- 
ciful God! and yet the World goes on ! Howe- 
ver, be the Matter ever ſo important, the Con- 
cern ever ſo Great, an Oath is ſtill the beſt Aſſu- 
rance can be had: Neceſſe aliquando eſt recurrere ad 
Deum, C illum invocare Teſtem, qui nec Fallere, nec 
falli poteſt, & huc ubi ventum eft, fidis bumana 1 nullo: 
pacto certior eſſe poteſt, nulla eſt ulterior fades. This 
our State of Imperfection obliges us of neceſſity 
to reſt contented, to ſit down ſatisfied with what 
is determin d for Truth by the Sacred Interventi- 


on, b om Divine e ef an Oath. 
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Senſe of che Holy Scriptures, that they may ſeem at 
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And that an Oath is of ſuch a Divine and Ex- 


cellent Nature, when rightly uſed, I ſhall proceed 


to ſhew ; the Holy Apoſtle tells us, Heb. 6. 16. An 


*Oath for Confirmation is an end of all Strife ; now, Strife 


and Diſſention being an infernal and deviliſh Qua- 
lity, and what is altogether repugnant to the mild 
and peaceable Precepts of the Goſpel ; what is more 
eaſie ro infer? what is more natural and plain 2 


than that an Oath, which hath Virtue and Efficacy 


enough in it to deſtroy Weeds of ſuch an unlucky 
Growth, of ſuch an unhappy Soil, muſt be of a very 
Excellent and Divine Nature, and not only lawfully 
may, but ought to be uſed, when the Honour and 
Glory of God, the Happineſs and Tranquillity of 
Mankind is ſo evidently promoted by it. ws 

But becauſe ſome ſuperſtiriouſly nice Hypocrites 
{Enemies to Truth) are unwilling to allow the Ma- 
giſtrate ſuck a lawful Power of extorting Truth, to 
che eternal en of their peſtilent and ſeditious 
Practiſes, (and indeed, who ever knew Felons, ſedi- 
tious Perſons, Traitors, ſpeak well either of Judge, 
Jury, or Witneſſes 2) becauſe (I ſay) they are unwil- 
ling Truth ſhould be diſcover d, they impudently 
pronounce all Oaths unlawful to a Chriſtian, but 
with how much Reaſon I ſhall ſhew in a word or 


two, and ſo conclude. | e eee e 
As it hath been the conſtant Practice of all Here- 


ticks whatſoever, to pervert the Genuine and Natural 


leaſt 


1 | 
leaſt to countenance. their wild and enthuſtaſtick 
Whimſies: So now in this caſe that of St. Matt bew, 
| Swear not at ail, is their principle Bulwark in this wretch- 
edly weak Attempt; where, by Swear not at all, they are 
pleas d to underſtand a poſitive unconditional Com- 
mand; as if Oaths in all Caſes whatſoever, be the 
Neceſſity ever ſo preſſing, ſo urgent, were abſolutely 
Unlawful; whereas tis very plain, by what follows, 
that idle, vain; frivolous Oaths in Common Con- 
verſation, ſuch as as I have earneſtly exploded in the 
former part of my Diſcourſe, are, by that Scripture, 
only forbidden; for ſays the Holy Evangeliſt; Let 
your Converſation. be Tea, Dea; Nay, Nay; for whatſq- 
ever is more than theſe, cometh of Evil. 5 4 2 & 2 8 
So that tis plain to any Man of Senſe and com- 
mon Reaſon, that this Command of Sx. Matthew, 
Swear not at all, is only meant in common Converſa- 
tion, only forbids Prophane Swearing; but does 
not in the leaſt diſcountenance any good and Or- 
thodox Chriſtian from atteſting the Truth or Falſity- 
of any Matter, when requir d in due form of Law, 
by a lawful Magiſtrate. Beſides, we have the Ex- 
amples not only of Patriarchs, Phrophets, and even 
of God himſelf under the Law, but alſo of our Bleſ- 
ſed Saviour and his Apoſtles under the Goſpel, 
to warrant and eſtabliſh the lawful Uſe of Oaths 
upon juſt and weighty occaſions; but for Brevity 
fake I ſhall only give you two or, three Inſtances our .- 
of many; God is my Witneſs ; Before God T lie not TY 0 
YR! e call. 
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ecall Goll for à record upon my Soul; As God is true, our 
Word towards you was not Yea and Nay; and many 
more of the like nature, which very frequently oc- 
cur. Dt Rn BN 
But what (ex abundant) will put the matter un- 
-queſtionably beyond diſpute, is our Bleſſed Saviour's 
Anſwer to the High-Prieft, when he adjur d him by 
the Living God to tell him whether he was Chriſt the 
Son of the Bleſſed; that is, he exacted an Anſwer 
from our Bleſſed Saviour upon Oath, and his Anſwer 
was, I am (S. Mark 14. 62.) So that I hope now 
tis time to beg the Aſſiſtance of God's Holy Spirit 
to keep us from all idle, vain, frivolous Swearing; 
and, when we are lawfully called, that we ſwear in 
Truth, in Judgment, and in Righteouſneſs, for Jeſus 
-Chrift his ſake. To whom, with the Father and the 
Hoh Ghoſt be aſcribed all Honour and Glory for evermore. 
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